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The University of Akron: A Proud Tradition

O
The Ohio Universalist Convention established a small, liberal arts 

college in Akron in 1870 and named it for one of the city’s promi-
nent industrialists, John R. Buchtel. It was Buchtel who led a group 

of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build the 
college. On July 4, 1871, thousands of area citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College. 
Both a visionary and a pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city 
is closely tied to the proximity of a high quality institution of higher educa-
tion. Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he helped to 
launch, have proven him right. Today, The University of Akron is the region’s 
most influential public research university. With more than 23,000 students and 
300–plus associate, baccalaureate, and master’s degree programs and options, 
as well as 20 doctoral degree programs and four law degrees, UA offers career-
focused, real-world learning opportunities. From polymers and psychology, 
to engineering and communications, to business and education, UA brings 
together diverse backgrounds in ways that provide students with the skills that 
employers value. Since 1914, the University has been accredited by the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools, and it is currently classified at the 
highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution. Today, 
more than 177,000 of its alumni live and work around the world.
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two

The University of AkronThe University of Akron
College of Business Administration

By authority of the Board of Trustees and on recommendation
of the Faculty hereby confers upon

A. Worthy Student
The Degree of

Bachelor of Business Administration

Together with all the rights and privileges pertaining thereto.
Witness the seal of the University and the signature of its officers

Given at Akron, in the State of Ohio, this sixteenth day of December, 2017.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

President of the University

Dean

President of the University

One of the oldest known diplomas awarded at The University of Akron.

A present-day diploma awarded at The University of Akron.

.University Diplomas
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C
December 16 at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Matthew J. Wilson, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

PrelUde mUsiC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fanfare and Chorus Dietrich Buxtehude 
Coro Spezzato Giovanni Pierluigi di Palestrina 
Sussex Mummers’ Christmas Carol Percy Grainger  
Fantasia in C major J.S. Bach 
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

   Christopher Blaha, Conductor 

fAnfAre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ceremonial Piece William MacDavis
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

ProCessionAl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience will remain seated.)
  Ceremonial Piece William MacDavis 
  Grand March Giacomo Meyerbeer
  Pomp and Circumstance Sir Edward Elgar
  Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The nATionAl AnThem  . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
    Led by Katherine Swift 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

welCome And inTrodUCTion . . . . . .  Matthew J. Wilson
   President, The University of Akron

greeTings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Member
   Board of Trustees

Address To The CAndidATes  . . . . . .   Matthew J. Wilson
   President, The University of Akron

The AlmA mATer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 34.)
      Led by Katherine Swift 

The University of Akron Brass Choir

four

In the morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of undergraduate degree candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and 
Sciences, College of Engineering and College of Health Professions.
In the afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of graduate degree candidates from all colleges.
In the evening ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the LeBron James Family Foundation College 
of Education, College of Business Administration, College of Applied Science and Technology and Wayne College.

Fall 2017 Commencement Program
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five*Presentation of candidates is in the order of college founding date.

The PresenTaTion of 
Degree CanDiDaTes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees
   Sleepers, Wake! J .S . Bach 

Calleno Costure Me Anonymous 
Cancion del Limpiabotas Cees Hartog 
Lesson 66 & 64 Julio Sagreras 
Etudes Simples Nos. 1, 2, 5 Leo Brouwer 
Travellin’  Michael Coghlan 
Walz Ferdinando Carulli 
Soubenir d’automne Simone Iannarelli 
Lullaby Isaias Savio 
Evocacion Jose Luis Merlin 
 Tyler Spuzzillo – Guitar

      Student, School of Music

The Akron Blue And Gold  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  The University of Akron Brass Choir

WelCome of The  
alumni assoCiaTion 
To The Class of 2017  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  William Kollman (’08, ’10)
   Executive Director, Government and Alumni Relations

sTuDenT resPonse   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Morning
 Abigail A . Zerull

 Afternoon
 Kelli M . Morisak

 Evening
 Dener Dos Santos

announCemenTs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Matthew J . Wilson

PosTluDe anD reCessional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   (The audience will be seated.)
 Procession of the Scholars by William Harbinson
  The University of Akron Brass Choir



six

Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below.

Processional
The academic processional is an 
official prelude to the commence-
ment ceremony. The University 
marshal leads the procession, 
 bearing the University Mace, 
which represents the authority 
of both the University and the 
state. Follow ing the University 
marshal are the members of 
the platform party including 
trustees, recipient(s) of honorary 
degrees, and the president of the 
University who wears a medal-
lion with inscriptions represent-
ing the  history of the state and 
the University. Next come the 
 members of the faculty followed 
by the degree candidates.

The marching order of candi-
dates customarily ref lects the 
historical order in which the 
various colleges or schools of 
the University were established. 
Led by  marshals, the candidates 
for degrees march in with their 
respective colleges.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
 commencement are of medieval 
 origin. The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves 
from the merchants and other 
townspeople. When the univer-
sities first first arose in the 
11th  century, “learned clerks” 
robed themselves in gowns, caps 
and hoods, thus  signifying the 
 distinction between “town” and 
“gown.” As additional universi-
ties came into being, professors 
adopted distinctive forms of 
the gown and hood for bachelor’s, 
 master’s, and doctoral degrees. 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire. 
In Europe, a professor generally 

wears the type of garment cus-
tomary in the university where he 
or she is lecturing. In the United 
States, however, professors wear 
the gown and hood of the univer-
sity where they earned their high-
est degree. All commencement 
ceremony  participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appro priate academic apparel. 
University  marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or  perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time. In the United States, the cap 
is usu ally f lat and square in shape. 
In Europe, one sometimes sees 
caps of other  varieties. Attached 
to a button atop the mortarboard 
is a tassel: associates are often 
silver in color; bachelor’s and 
master’s are black or of a color 
appropriate to the  college from 
which the candidate is being 
graduated; and doctor’s are 
 usually golden.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings. The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black. The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves. 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist. The  doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with  velvet 

panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
 adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree. 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or aca demic discipline 
in which the degree is granted. 
Recipients of the doctor of phi-
losophy degree wear royal blue 
hoods, and their caps feature 
golden tassels. Those who have 
earned the doctor of education 
degree wear light blue hoods and 
tassels.

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
 represented by the  following hood 
and tassel colors:

Black  Applied Science 
and Technology, 
Bachelor’s

Drab Business

Gold  Polymer Science  
and Polymer 
Engineering

Green  Health Professions 
Bachelor’s

Light Blue Education

Orange Engineering

Purple Law

Silver  Health Professions, 
Applied Science and 
Technolgy and 
Wayne College 
Associate’s

White  Arts and Sciences 
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the 
ceremony consists of the  banners 
of the nine colleges and the 
Graduate School. Each banner 
bears the name and founding  
date of the  college it represents. 
Banners were first instituted at 
The University of Akron in the 
spring of 1995.

The University Seal  
and the  
Presidential  
Medallion
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authenticates 
a document. The use of official  
seals dates back to the Norman 
Conquest in 1066. During the  
next century, seals were used 
throughout England to authen -
ticate documents. Persons of  
rank had unique seals befitting 
their  status. Most seals were 
 circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces.

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
 medieval university and continues 
to the present. The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum. A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting. Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history. The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899. The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light).

The Presidential Medallion 
was presented by the Alumni 
Association in 1970, commemo-
rating the University’s centen-
nial. The medallion is a symbol 
of the authority of the  president, 
as bestowed by the Board of 
Trustees, that traditionally is 
worn by the president on impor-
tant  ceremonial occasions.

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College.

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and govern mental 
bodies. The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
 formal academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899. 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University Board of Trustees

University Officers & Deans

Trustees
Roland H . Bauer, j .d . (’09*)

Chair
Olivia P . Demas, j .d . (’91, ’95)

Vice Chair
Alfred V . Ciraldo, m .d . (’76)

Vice Chair
Lewis W . Adkins, Jr ., j .d . (’92)
Joseph M . Gingo, j .d . (’71)
Ralph J . Palmisano, j .d . (’70)
William A . Scala (’75)
Warren L . Woolford (’74)

*Honorary Doctorate

Student Trustees
Zachary D . Michel
Joshua E . J . Thomas

Advisory Trustees
Anthony J . Alexander, j .d .  

(’72, ’75, ’09*)
Sandra Pianalto (’76, ’98*)

Officers of the Board
M . Celeste Cook, j .d . (’84, ’87)
 Secretary of the Board 
  Vice President and General Counsel

John J . Reilly, j .d .
 Assistant Secretary of the Board  
   Associate Vice President and  

Deputy General Counsel

Officers
Matthew J . Wilson
 President

Rex D . Ramsier (’87, ’89) 
   Senior Vice President and Provost

Kimberly M . Cole (’93, ’95)
 Vice President of Development

M . Celeste Cook (’84, ’87)
 Vice President and General Counsel

Wayne Hill
  Vice President and  

  Chief Communication and  
Marketing Officer

Jolene A . Lane
  Vice President for Inclusion and 

 Equity and Title IX Coordinator

John A . Messina (’11)
 Vice President for Student Affairs

Nathan J . Mortimer
  Vice President of Finance and  

  Administration and  
Chief Financial Officer

Barbara C . Weinzierl
  Chief of Staff

Deans
Elizabeth A . Kennedy (’90, ’93, ’00)
 College of Applied Science  
  and Technology and 
  College of Health Professions  

 ( Acting)
John C . Green
  Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences

Ravi Krovi
  College of Business Administration

Donald P . Visco, Jr .
  College of Engineering

Chand K . Midha
 Graduate School (Executive)

Sarah M .R . Cravens
 The Drs. Gary B. and  
   Pamela S. Williams Honors College 

(Vice Provost for Strategic Initiatives)

Christopher C . J . Peters
  School of Law

Eric J . Amis
  College of Polymer Science and  

 Polymer Engineering

Aimée L . deChambeau
 University Libraries

Jarrod Tudor 
  Wayne College and 

 The LeBron James Family Foundation  
 College of Education (Acting)



nine

University Marshals

Morning
Marshal
Linda Shanks

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Cherie Sedlock

Faculty Marshal
Eugenia Gorogianni

Assistant Marshals
Jeanette Berger
Kathryn Budd
Koshal Dahal
Kristina English
David Giffels
Travis Hreno
Galen Karriker
Robert Mallik
Judit Puskas
Jordan Renna
Melissa Smith
Michael Spayd
Naomi White
Stephanie Yuhas

 

Afternoon
Marshal
Tianbo Liu

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Marcia Main

Faculty Marshal 
Raymond Cox

Assistant Marshals
Eihab Abousena
Kelly Chaff
Kelli Chronister
Ali Dhinojwala
Richard Einsporn
Sucharita Ghosh
Melanie McCoskey
David Payne
William Schneider, IV

University Orators

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:

Evening
Marshal
Jarrod Tudor

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Steve Sedlock

Faculty Marshal 
Douglas Hausknecht

Assistant Marshals
Richard Bennett
Lori Brinker
Eric Brisker
Kelly Chaff
Shirong Du
Richard Einsporn
Douglas Hubert
Yohann Mauger
Steven Myers
Garrison Ure

Morning
 David A. Harris
   Member, National Alumni Board

 Bryan P. Gannon, Jr.
   Admissions Counselor

Afternoon
 Patricia L. Miller
   Department Records Specialist, 

  Center for Academic Advising 
and Student Success

 Heather Walter
   Associate Professor,  

  Communication, Buchtel 
College of Arts and Sciences

Evening
 John J. A. Alvarez-Turner
   Associate Director,  

 Multicultural Center

 Deborah A. Gannon
   College Program Specialist, 

 Honors College

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:
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University Faculty Representatives

 Lori Palmer

University Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by:

Morning
Chien-Chung Chan
Jason Chiang
Stephen Harp
Karin Jordan
Karl Kaltenthaler
Zhexi Li
Timothy McCarragher
James Steiger
James Thomka
Charles Waehler
Jennifer Warren
Julie Whitmore
John Zipp

Afternoon
Matthew Becker
George Chase
Gary Doll
Michelle Dumpe
Mark Foster
Subramaniya Hariharan
Nathan Ida
Karin Jordan
Lisa Lenhart
Paul Levy
Robert Lillard
Sergei Lyuksyutov
Reza Madad
Carolyn Murrock
Sailaja Paruchuri
Rikki Patton
Brian Radesic
David Roke
Yilmaz Sozer
Denise Stuart
Carolyn Sutter
Hossein Tavana
David Tokar
Bryan Vogt
Charles Waehler
Evonn Welton
Ping Yi 

Evening
William Baker
Andrew Bernat
John Cheh
Al Daviso
Zarreen Farooqi
Robert Figler
Lawrence Gilpatric
Deborah Johanyak
Brad Maguth
Evonn Welton
Craig Wise
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Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumula-
tive quality point ratios of at 
least 3.40. The Williams Honors 
College encourages and assists 
exceptionally talented students 
to achieve high distinction in 
academic work from freshman 
thourgh senior levels and fos-
ters respect and appreciation for 
superior intellectual achievement. 
Williams Honors Scholars have 
completed honors courses, an 
honors colloquium sequence and 
individually designed senior hon-
ors projects.
Tyler D. Atanasov *
Madison L. Baer
Mark J. Beauch II
Benjamin J. Beckman
Megan N. Brophy
Jackson C. Carruthers *
Brandon E. Cummings
Dener Dos Santos
Eden A. Dunning
Sarah A. Falbo *
Kailey E. Gabriel
James G. Gates
Zachary J. Guiser
John R. Hojnacki
Jacob G. Kaus
Jason D. Klinect *
Hunter W. Korsmo *
Shauna C. Lachendro
Maria V. LaMontagne
Tyler J. Mikita
Caleb P. Ohrn *
Heather R. Owens
Colin M. Pytel
Rebekah Dawn Rose
Rachel K. Scheuermann
Emily E. Sebunia
Savannah R. Shoaff *
Logan R. Smalley
Jonathan M. Stein
Kylie E. Thanasiu
Joseph F. Tuck
Jamie N. Vadnal
Erica L. Wellman
Abigail A. Zerull

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree, 
 having completed a minimum 
of 30 credits at The University 
of Akron.
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate  
Honors Designation
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Graduation With Honors

*Summer 2017 Graduate
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Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

December 16, 2017 
Morning
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean John C. Green

BAChelor of ArTs

Morgan A. Aebischer
Jack E. Bailey

Summa Cum Laude
Matt J. Barnhart
Johanna N. Barnowski

Magna Cum Laude
Kirk R. Bedford

Cum Laude
Pau Belana Huguet
Aryel A. Bell
Alexis S. Berg

Summa Cum Laude
Allison E. Berry
Mario S. Beverly Jr.
Michael D. Bilfield
Samantha C. Boryk

Summa Cum Laude
Kendra M. Bowman
Justin M. Bradley
Kaylee F. Budd
Gregory N. Burns Jr.
Lauren B. Burns
Makayla J. Butcher
Natalie E. Calabrese
Kaiyla M. Capien
Antonio Catalano
Elizabeth I. Cawley
Gabriella C. Charley
Sara D. Clark
Lauren H. Conard
Robert P. Corts
Ryan C. Delafield
Michael J. Delagrange
Baylee A. Diedrich
Nicholas J. Dotson

Magna Cum Laude
Aaron T. Durden
Heather May Echelberry
Tesneem M. Eddeb
Shannon L. Ede
Cassandra S. Garver
Zachary D. Gingerich
Amber N. Gobrogge
Julie A. Golden
Dana L. Graham

Cum Laude
Deante K. Gray
Joseph E. Gray
Dominic J. Grossi
Hayden S. Grover
Mariah A. Hairston
Kiana A. Hardy-Butler

Christine A. Harles *
Joshua C. Harris

Magna Cum Laude
Cassidy R. Harrison

Cum Laude
Emily L. Harrison
Collin T. Hayes

Summa Cum Laude
Ryan J. Herhold
Casandra A. Hipkins
Hannah L. Hoffman

Summa Cum Laude
Jean Nicole Holman
Jamin L. Hostetler
Leah D. Howard
Martez A. Howard
Kristen R. Hrutkai

Magna Cum Laude
Tyler W. Hundley
Margaret J. Iselin
Joshua A. Jackson
Sierrah M. Jesiolowski
Kaitlyn L. Jewell
Adelyn B. Johnson
Cinda Gale Williams Johnson
Nicholas Jordan
Jacob G. Kaus

Magna Cum Laude
Kearstyn R. Keen
Elaina L. Kraft

Cum Laude
Joanna M. Krajci

Cum Laude
Shauna C. Lachendro

Cum Laude
Robert L. Lanchman Sr.
Nicole M. LaRose
David M. Larson
Jordan L. Love
Maryjo Loverink
Mitchell G. Lute
Sara M. Lute
Derek C. Lutz
Michael L. Madonia
Leah V. Marino
Jade A. Marshall
Alexandria J. Martinez
Desmond J. McDonald
Paige M. McKinney

Magna Cum Laude
Taylor J. McKinnie
Christian B. Mendez III
Gordon S. Merritt II
Kayla R. Mertz
Bradley S. Mickna
Heather H. Miller
James S. Miller

Summa Cum Laude
Fabiana R. Miller Heisler
Lindsey E. Mitchell
Mandi A. Moore
Marcus J. Murray
Carol J. Nicolas

Magna Cum Laude

Olivia D. Niles
Magna Cum Laude

Ryan Noland
Morgan B. O’Rourke
Steven T. O’Rourke
Vincent A. Paris
Samantha J. Patterson

Cum Laude
McKayla D. Phillips

Cum Laude
Vaughn R. Pilcher
Casey R. Polatas
Jeanetta M. Powers
Rebecca Putman

Cum Laude
Julie A. Ranallo *
Martha R. Reynolds *

Cum Laude
Christina L. Rhodes

Cum Laude
Jamie L. Rinella

Magna Cum Laude
Tiffany K. Rittenour
Gloriluz Rivera Rodriguez

Cum Laude
Keyona M. Rodgers
Paige E. Rowan
Aziza Salukombo
Riis L. Saunders
Jaclyn M. Schafer
Isaac D. Shepherd
Logan R. Smalley

Summa Cum Laude
Nicole E. Sopkovich
Jacob M. Sparrow
Jonathan K. Spiker
Brandon L. Spinner
Sarah M. Stangelo
Michael P. Thutt
Mollie A. Todd

Summa Cum Laude
Blane Turiczek

Cum Laude
Magdolin L. Turner
Jamie N. Vadnal

Magna Cum Laude
Ian M. Vanek
David A. Vernon
Taylor K. Volmer
Shelby R. Von Gunten
Amy E. Wakefield

Magna Cum Laude
Matthew J. Waldsmith
Nicole R. Warner

Magna Cum Laude
Stacie M. Weimer
Erica L. Wellman

Summa Cum Laude
Ashley R. Wertz

Summa Cum Laude
Teresa A. Weston
DaShanae M. White
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thirteen

Wesley E. Wilkins
Erin N. Williams
TeRance A. Williams Mitchell
Andrew D. Wilms
Nathan M. Wise

Summa Cum Laude
Abigail A. Zerull

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas A. Zverloff

BAChelor of ArTs  
in AnThroPology

Megan Muniak
Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs 
in BUsiness And 
orgAnizATionAl 
CommUniCATion

Ashley R. Stone
Elizabeth Kelly Tracy

BAChelor of ArTs 
in fAmily And Child 
develoPmenT

Courtney L. Bock *
Jenifer M. Catlett

Cum Laude
Shi Ann Gurko
Courtney L. Hardy
Jourdon M. Harrison
Anthony A. Horn
Jordyn E. Jones
Delaney M. Lawrence

Summa Cum Laude
Sarah A. Medley
Kara D. Molinelli
Diamond M. Moore
Tracey L. Sbrocca

BAChelor of ArTs in 
fAshion merChAndising

Kimberly A. Hillton
Tasha D. Kelker
Madison R. Miner
Haley A. Raines
Nicole L. Waibel

BAChelor of ArTs in 
mUlTidisCiPlinAry sTUdies

Derek A. Arnold *
Nicole A. Barone
Brandon W. Carthens *
Jean Paul Colo
Rebecca J. Elledge
Seth R. Ferris
Kristen Flaherty
Savannah C. Hudson
Deacon Max Kollman
D’Andrea J. McCall
Evan M. McCory
Kristopher Mitroff
Joey Nahay
Mary L. Oyster
Theresa L. Sanker
Eric D. Sharkey *
Alexander W. Swan

BAChelor of fine ArTs

Rachel L. Baade
Kayla M. Becka
Fiona M. Christie

Cum Laude
Daniel M. Hermann

Magna Cum Laude
Allison M. Jones
Morgan E. Loughner
Alysha March
Teanna J. McDaniel
Benjamin J. Miller
Evan T. Snode

Cum Laude
Shannon T. Star

Cum Laude
Joseph S. Wilde

BAChelor of mUsiC

Dillon C. Bolon
Magna Cum Laude

Brandon E. Cummings
Summa Cum Laude

Eden A. Dunning
Summa Cum Laude

Elyse E. Dye
Summa Cum Laude

James G. Gates
Magna Cum Laude

Jessica A. Haley
Graham D. Hicks

Cum Laude
Tyler P. Spuzzillo
Katherine Elizabeth Danelle 

Swift
Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe

Tamam B. Abdelqader
Cum Laude

Madison L. Baer
Cum Laude

Devin D. Beaumier
Jason A. Bonezzi

Magna Cum Laude
John K. Bonyo
Ryan S. Broadbent
Kayla A. Calapa
David M. Campana
Celsie D. Channell

Summa Cum Laude
Nayan Chapagai
Connor S. Emling
John M. Ertle
Michael D. Fuller

Cum Laude
Istvan Gates Jr.
Maranda L. Haas
Danielle N. Hamilton
Nathaniel V. Hess
Joshua L. Hillegass
Sophia G. Insalaco
Brittany L. Knight
Gregory R. Maire
Jack A. McDowall
Dominique J. Oates
Bria R. Oden
Luke R. Oldfield
Jessica R. Onyak
Kelsie M. Peters
Mason D. Riley
David E. Sargious

Cum Laude
Jenna E. Stralka

Cum Laude
Nathan D. Strobl
Nels A. Swanson
Sierra A. Young

Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPUTer sCienCe

Mansour Hassan A. Abutaleb
Cum Laude

Timothy J. Allen
Brian L. Baker
Duncan A. Campbell

Summa Cum Laude
Andrew A. Doyle
Eric M. Harvey
Dragan Jovic
Caleb Kupetz

Summa Cum Laude
Taylor R. Linton
Eric P. Svonavec

Magna Cum Laude
Colt L. Taffe
Ronnie Zhu
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fourteen

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean Donald P. Visco, Jr.

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
BiomediCAl engineering

Ahmed B. Alanizy
Nada A. Aljahdali Jr.

Cum Laude
Ali Fayz Alshehri
Abdullah Alzughaibi
Andrew M. Ambrozic

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ChemiCAl engineering

Jesse I. Braun

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering

James L. Bender
Ryan M. Bequette
Michael B. Chapin
Nicholas D. Marshall
Tyler J. Mikita

Magna Cum Laude
Mohammed W. Najjar
Andrew M. Neff

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob H. Scotese
Tyler R. Yohman

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
eleCTriCAl engineering

Anthony M. Pishnery II *

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in PoliTiCAl sCienCe/
CriminAl JUsTiCe

Mark A. Brown Jr.
Amanda Burton
Matthew R. Dalesandro Sr.

Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer M. Deaton

Magna Cum Laude
Sarah A. Dhinojwala
C.J. Dixie
Amanda Elizabeth Frazee
Ronell J. Grimes
Teron D. Hood
Steven M. Hooten
Alexis T. Lindenberger
Daniel P. McAfee

Magna Cum Laude
Derrick D. McCorvey
Cedric A. McCoy Jr.
April Minen
Bethany R. Owens
Eric J. Paskert
Adam C. Pfeifer
Dylan J. Rief
Anthony E. Rising
John J. Seikel Jr.
Ashley N. Tasker

Magna Cum Laude
Michael D. Thomas
Steven D. Vogel

Magna Cum Laude
Zachary T. Yako

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering

Abdullah S. Al-Uraifi
Andrew J. Barr

Cum Laude
Eldin Becirovic
Jessica A. Buehler
Paul Buzzelli-Andes
George L. Demian
Caitlin Dickerson
Conrad J. Doehne
Joseph W. El Rassi
Nicole S. Everetts

Summa Cum Laude
Brandon M. Guldeman
Chase W. Helmling
Philip J. Hoffman
Matthew W. Humeniuk
Jeremy M. Huntington
Robert Jackson
Louis W. Lamosek
Kathryn Y. Lewis

Magna Cum Laude
Bennett J. Norley

Magna Cum Laude
Joshua L. Ogurchak
Connor D. O’Mara
Ben H. Robison
Samir A. Saab
Russell J. Sajovie
Drew Sanders
Christopher A. Sheppard
Drake A. Smalley
Richard K. Smith III
Megan M. Stainer

Cum Laude
Jonathan M. Stein

Magna Cum Laude
Lauren A. Thompson
Benjamin T. Todd
Aaron Jj Waldmann
Taquan C. Williams

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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fifteen

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

BAChelor of ArTs

Jessica L. Henderhan
Kelly M. Holstein
Abigail J. Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Ellie A. Murrey

Cum Laude
Joi S. Twyman

BAChelor of ArTs  
in Child life sPeCiAlisT

Rose I. Matzelle
Madison J. Noble

Cum Laude
Misha L. Peterson
Olivia M. Ryder

Cum Laude
Rachel K. Ziemba

Magna Cum Laude

1 BAChelor of ArTs  
in sPeeCh – lAngUAge 
PAThology And AUdiology

Sabrina Marie Binegar
Bethany B. DiGregorio
Heather R. Owens

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in dieTeTiCs

Matthew J. Chezem
Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Brian R. Adkins
Steven T. Chapple
Carley G. Childress
Alias F. Coney
Brennan M. Earl

Cum Laude
Samuel P. Gainford
LaVonne E. Gauthney
Kevin Gladney
Chad W. Hammond

Magna Cum Laude
James L. Hilton
Sean M. Huffman

Cum Laude
Alexandria M. Joyner

Summa Cum Laude
Richard P. Malloy *

Cum Laude
Jacob Andrew Michney
Grace M. Miller
Whitney L. Mills

Magna Cum Laude
Barth-Luther N. Mouafo
Joseph D. Palladino III
Austin D. Pritchard
Xavier J. Quigley
Jessica M. Reiman
Destanie L. Robinson
Adam T. Schreff ler
Ryan I. Schreiber
Jesse A. Soria

Cum Laude
Philip W. Stout
Garrett K. Zuzik

BAChelor of ArTs/ 
soCiAl work

Shannon E. Brown
LaVonne S. Buckle
Dai’Shelle J. Butler

Magna Cum Laude
Robert E. Cade

Cum Laude
De’Shawn Core
Scott B. Dewyre

Summa Cum Laude
Brittany Duvin
Heather Lynn Fraelich
Brenna E. Gallagher
David E. Gibbs
Sheena P. Hairston
Martha E. Harding
Geraldine M. James
Ashleigh R. Johnston

Cum Laude
Brenda J. Krauss

Cum Laude
Ronnie R. Leeth
Sabrina Lukic
Allison M. Mauch
Tyler L. McCullough
Aaron P. Melton
Anna M. Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Carrie A. Pfister
Christie L. Rush

Cum Laude
Jaizane A. Russell

Cum Laude
Kaba F. Sarr
Katlyn N. Smith

Cum Laude
Keith D. Snodgrass Jr.
Renee A. Stanford
Amanda M. Trainer
Wienel Y. Vanbrook
Kelsie R. Vrable
Nikki N. Williams
Raul E. Williams Sr.
Michael A. Wyant
Rosa A. Young
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sixteen

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in exerCise sCienCe

Samia S. Bell
Brandon T. Blakely
Heidi K. Bono *
Megan N. Brophy

Cum Laude
Thytira M. Brown
Arianna N. Casey

Magna Cum Laude
Jesse T. Cottrell
Michael P. Duff
Megan E. Etter

Cum Laude
Peter W. Fleming
Austin R. Foguth

Summa Cum Laude
Zachary J. Guiser

Summa Cum Laude
Dane R. Hammer
Noel J. Hartmann

Cum Laude
Emily C. Johnson
Michael T. Kish
Maria V. LaMontagne

Summa Cum Laude
Eric D. Lamp
Michaela S. Lehman
Amber N. Mahone
Joseph B. Marco *
Kaitlin N. Mitchell
Emily M. Morgan
Timothy A. Morris
Monica L. Murphy
Grace A. Pieri
Brant C. Raber

Summa Cum Laude
Tylor J. Radcliff

Cum Laude
Ashley P. Schlissel
Dina M. Sevastos
Ariana M. Stolar
Danielle J. Utrata

Cum Laude
Michael J. Yambor

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in nUrsing

Sarah E. Catazaro
Cody D. Collins

Cum Laude
Tiffany M. Colston

Cum Laude
Kathleen M. Cooper
Marisa B. Cotsmire

Cum Laude
Lora A. DiMichele
Megan M. Esker
Jasalyn Shakeal Hash
Jeffrey C. James
Nicholas R. Kaiser
Richard J. Klingshirn
Sondra L. Lab

Summa Cum Laude
Erin N. Metzger
Stephanie A. Miller

Cum Laude
Rose Nagy
Alejandro D. Ortega

Cum Laude
Blake C. Pinchbeck

Cum Laude
Brittany N. Robinson
Emily E. Sebunia

Magna Cum Laude
Easton J. Shaw

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin R. Siders
Dominicque Smith
Ashley N. Sutton
Rana Sweis
Kylie E. Thanasiu

Cum Laude
Michelle M. Thimke
Joseph C. Tomcho
Dawn Valerio
Emily M. Wallace
Emma C. Wilkinson

Cum Laude
Tina L. Wilson

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
food And environmenTAl 
nUTriTion

Ashley D. Carpenter
Jennifer M. Gostkowski
Dianne E. Palush
Michelle M. Riggenbach

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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seventeen

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean John C. Green

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
CriminAl JUsTiCe 
TeChnology

Cory A. Barrett
Kiara Bentley
Jacob B. Biggie
Anthony D. Brown
Ross M. Fragale
Javon N. Garrison
Claudia M. Judele

With Highest Distinction
Thomas H. Koontz II
Eduard Manu
Destinee K. Negulis
Nicholas C. Poghen

With High Distinction
DaVonna N. Reed
Cory A. Smith

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in eArly 
Childhood develoPmenT

Vanielle V. Robinson

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in mediCAl 
AssisTing TeChnology

Jordan T. Jeter
Reannin M. Moles

With Distinction
Courtney M. Roth
Jenna K. Stoller

With Distinction
Kayla R. Wilson *

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in rAdiologiC 
TeChnology

Erika M. Kersmarki
With Distinction

Kathleen M. Kilker

Candidates for Associate Degrees
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eighteen

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees

December 16, 2017 
Afternoon
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean John C. Green

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Brittany D. Baker *
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron; 
BA, BS, The University of Georgia 
Dissertation: “Possttraumatic 
Growth in Black Women: An 
Investigation of the Role of 
Trauma Type, Strong Black 
Woman Ideology, and Emotion 
Regulation”
Adviser: Dr. Dawn M. Johnson

Xiaoman Bi
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
MS, BS, Zheng Zhou University
Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Characterization of Novel 
Fluorescent Sensors Based on 
Terpyridine, Benzoxazole and 
Benzothiazole Chromophores”
Adviser: Dr. Yi Pang

Lauren A. Borden
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Washington and Lee University
Dissertation: “Bosses and Burnout: 
The Interpersonal Consequences 
of Leader Arrogance for 
Subordinates”
Adviser: Dr. Paul E. Levy

Laura A. Crandall *
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, D’Youville College
Dissertation: “Template 
Formation Of AZA(Dibenzo)
Dipyrromethenes And Structure 
And Electronics In Dimeric Boron 
Expanded Azine And Salphen 
Complexes”
Adviser: Dr. Christopher J. Ziegler

Farai C. Gombedza *
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Lafayette College
Dissertation: “Role of 
Mechanosensitive Ion Channel 
TRPV4 in Asthma”
Adviser: Dr. Sailaja M. Paruchuri

Natalie M. Grandy *
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BS, Western Michigan University 
Dissertation: “Development and 
Validation of The Meaning In 
Striving Toward Thinness Scale: 
An Extension of Qualitative 
Works on Meaning Women Find 
in Disordered Eating Symptoms”
Adviser: Dr. Charles A. Waehler

Christopher A. Howard *
History
MA, Youngstown State University;  
BA, The Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Black Insurgency: 
The Black Convention Movement 
in the Antebellum United States, 
1830-1865”
Adviser: Dr. Walter L. Hixson

Myriam T. Kadeba
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron; 
BA, University of Arkansas  
at Little Rock
Dissertation: “ ‘I Can Feel It 
More Than I Can Say It’: A 
Qualitative Exploration of Black 
Womanhood”
Adviser: Dr. Suzette L. Speight

Megan J. Klufas
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, John Carroll University
Dissertation: “Resolving 
Membrane Receptor 
Multimerization in Live Cells 
Using Time Resolved Fluorescence 
Methods”
Adviser: Dr. Adam W. Smith

Xuan Li
Psychology – Adult Development and 
Aging
MA, The University of Akron;  
MS, University of Louisville;  
BS, East China Normal University
Dissertation: “Electrophysiological 
Evidence for the Aging Effect 
in the Processing of Orientation 
Discrimination”
Adviser: Dr. Philip A. Allen

Audra Renae’ Martin
Urban Studies and Public Affairs
MSW, The University of Akron;  
BA, Ashland University
Dissertation: “Community 
Minded: Individual and 
Governing Official Perceptions of 
Non-Resilient Communities”
Adviser: Dr. Raymond W. Cox III

Jeffrey A. McCausland
Chemistry
MS, MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Pennsylvania State University
Dissertation: “Select Applications 
of Scanning Probe Microscopy 
to Group Xiv Surfaces and 
Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Sergei F. Lyuksyutov

Derek A. McKay *
Counseling Psychology
BA, Pennsylvania State University – 
Erie
Dissertation: “A Facet and 
Domain-Level Analysis of Two 
Trait Models of Personality: 
Relationship with Subjective  
Well-Being”
Adviser: Dr. David M. Tokar

Racheal E. Pesta *
Sociology
MS, BS, Youngstown State University
Dissertation: “Assessing 
Ethno-Racial Differences in 
the Pathways from School 
Exclusion to Criminal Offending: 
A Theoretically Integrative 
Approach to Understanding the 
School-to-Prison Pipeline”
Advisers: Dr. Valerie J. Callanan 
and Adviser: Dr. Robert L Peralta
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nineteen

College of Engineering
Year Founded 1914

Dean Donald P. Visco, Jr.

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Sudip Adhikari
Mechanical Engineering
BE, Tribhuvan University
Dissertation: “Accelerating 
the Computation of Chemical 
Reaction Kinetics for Modeling 
Turbulent Reacting Flows”
Adviser: Dr. Abhilash Chandy

Ali Houssen A. Al Ateah
Civil Engineering
MS, BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Numerical Study of 
Multiple Rocking Self-Centering 
Rocking Core Systems with 
Buckling-Restrained Columns for 
Mid-Rise Buildings”
Adviser: Dr. David A. Roke

Osama J. Al Khateeb
Electrical Engineering
MS, The University of Akron,  
BS, The University of Jordan
Dissertation: “Data-driven 
 uncertainty quantification in 
applications of electromagnetics 
and wireless communications via 
arbitrary polynomial chaos”
Adviser: Dr. Nathan Ida

Adel W. Al Weshah *
Electrical Engineering
MS, University of Jordan; BS, Jordan 
University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “High Order 
On-Surface Radiation Boundary 
Conditions in Electromagnetics”
Adviser: Dr. Subramaniya I. 
Hariharan

Mallory J. Crow
Civil Engineering
MS, BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Using Data 
Analytics to Determine Best 
Practices for Winter Maintenance 
Operations”
Adviser: Dr. William H. 
Schneider

Sahar A. Sallam
Chemistry
MS, Western Illinois University;  
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Jeddah Girls College of Education
Dissertation: “Mass Spectrometry 
Methods for the Analysis of 
Polymers and Bioconjugates”
Adviser: Dr. Chrys Wesdemiotis

Xiaojun Shi
Chemistry
MS, BS, East China University of 
Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Probing Molecular 
Interactions in Biological 
Membranes with Fluorescence 
Fluctuation Spectroscopy”
Adviser: Dr. Adam W. Smith

Lisa M. Tavallali
Urban Studies and Public Affairs
MBA, Walsh University;  
BA, Walsh University
Dissertation: “Exploring Mental 
Health Challenges on University 
Campuses Across America”
Adviser: Dr. Raymond W. Cox III

Jeannette M. Wade
Sociology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “ ‘Doing Difference’ 
and Health: An Examination 
Of Sex, Gender Orientation 
and Race as Predictors of Fast 
Food Consumption, Alcohol 
Consumption, and Sexual Risk in 
Emerging Adulthood”
Adviser: Dr. Robert L. Peralta

Masoume Davoudi
Chemical Engineering
MS, Tafresh University;  
BS, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
Dissertation: “Aerosol Droplet 
Migration in Fibrous Media”
Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Jonathan A. Fouts
Chemical Engineering
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Chemical and 
Tribochemicalinteractions with 
the Surfaces of Thin Films”
Adviser: Dr. Gary L. Doll

Stephanie Lemmo Ham *
Biomedical Engineering
BS, Miami University
Dissertation: “Engineering Tumor 
Models Using Aqueous Biphasic 
3D Culture Microtechnology”
Adviser: Dr. Hossein Tavana

Zipeng Han
Mechanical Engineering
MS, Technical University Clausthal; 
BS, China Agriculture University
Dissertation: “Health Monitoring 
During Fatigue Testing of 
Ceramic Composite
Adviser: Dr. Gregory N Morscher

Iftekhar Hasan
Electrical Engineering
MSc, BSc, Islamic University of 
Technology
Dissertation: “Modeling and 
Analysis of High Torque Density 
Transverse Flux Machines 
Designed for Direct-Drive 
Applicaitons”
Adviser: Dr. Yilmaz Sozer

Seied Zaniar Hoseini
Electrical Engineering
MS, Urmia University; BS, KNT 
University of Technology
Dissertation: “Multi-channel 
EEG Sensor Frontend for Portable 
Health Condition Monitoring 
Applications”
Adviser: Dr. Kye-Shin Lee
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont.)

twenty

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Acting Dean Jarrod Tudor

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Shelley A. Houser
Elementary Education
MEd, BS, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Key Steps to 
Reading Success: Measuring 
the Impact of Participation 
in a Family/School Literacy 
Partnership Program on the 
Foundational Literacy Skills of 
Kindergarteners”
Adviser: Dr. Lisa Lenhart

Leslie R. Tucker
Secondary Education
MA, BA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Intersecting 
Identities of Provisional College 
Students: A Phenomenological 
Study of Lived Experiences”
Adviser: Dr. Denise H. Stuart

Tausif Husain *
Electrical Engineering
MS, The University of Akron; BS, 
American International University – 
Bangladesh 
Dissertation: “Design, Analysis 
and Implementation of a Novel 
Double Sided E-Core Transverse 
Flux Machine with Axial Airgap”
Adviser: Dr. Yilmaz Sozer

Benjamin A. Kent
Mechanical Engineering
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Biologically Inspired 
Control Mechanisms with 
Application to Anthropomorphic 
Control of Myoelectric Upper 
Limb Prostheses”
Adviser: Dr. Erik D. Engeberg

Yalong Li *
Chemical Engineering
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Solutions of 
Potential Fields Using Flexible 
Finite Element Methods 
with Applications in Flow 
through Porous Media and 
Electrospinning”
Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Diana Munoz Salgado
Chemical Engineering
BS, Universidad Nacional de Colombia
Dissertation: “Crevice Corrosion 
of Nickel Alloy 625 in an Ocean 
Water Environment”
Adviser: Dr. Robert S. Lillard

Ehsan Saeidpour Parizy
Electrical Engineering
MS, Amirkabir University of 
Technology; BS, Tehran University
Dissertation: “Electrical Energy 
Retail Price Optimization for an 
Interconnected/Islanded Power 
Grid”
Adviser: Dr. Hamid R. Bahrami

Aparna Saha
Electrical Engineering
BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology
Dissertation: “Control of 
Multilevel Converters for Voltage 
Balancing and Fault Tolerant 
Operations”
Adviser: Dr. Yilmaz Sozer

Devesh Dadhich Shreeram
Chemical Engineering
MS, University of Cincinnati;  
BTech, SRM University
Dissertation: “Development of 
Wear and Corrosion Resistant 
Nickel Based Coatings through 
Pulse Reverse Current (Prc) 
Electrodeposition Process”
Adviser: Dr. Gary L. Doll

Qing Wang
Chemical Engineering
MS, State University of New York at 
Buffalo; BS, Zhejiang University of 
Technology
Dissertation: “Strategies for 
Sustained Release of Hydrophilic 
Drugs from Hydrogel Based 
Matrices”
Adviser: Dr. Bi-min Zhang 
Newby

Songling Zhang
Civil Engineering
BS, Beijing University of Technology
Dissertation: “Development and 
Testing of an Application System 
for Intersection Data Collection 
and Analysis”
Adviser: Dr. Ping Yi
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twenty-one

College of Polymer 
Science and Polymer 
Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Guopeng Fu
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Investigation on the 
Structure-Property Relationships 
in Highly Ion-Conductive 
Polymer Electrolyte Membranes 
for All-Solid-State Lithium Ion 
Batteries”
Adviser: Dr. Thein Kyu

Yunyi Gao
Polymer Science
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Solution Behaviors 
of Macroions Driven by Non-
covalent Interactions”
Adviser: Dr. Tianbo Liu

Jacob A. Hill
Polymer Science
BS, Catawba College
Dissertation: “Surface Layer 
Matrix-Assisted Laser Desorption 
Ionization Time of Flight Mass 
Spectrometry (Sl-Maldi-Tof Ms) 
Analysis of Polymer Blend Surface 
Composition”
Adviser: Dr. Mark D. Foster

Ali Javadi
Polymer Engineering
PhD, MS, Kharazmi University; BS, 
University of Sistan and Baluchestan
Dissertation: “Methacrylated 
Poly(ethylene glycol)s as 
Precursors for Superplasticizers 
and UV-Curable Electrical 
Contact Stabilization Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Mark Soucek

Jing Jiang
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Soochow University
Dissertation: “Phase Behaviors of 
a Series of Giant Planar Molecules 
Based on Nano-building Blocks”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z. D. Cheng

Mena R. Klittich *
Polymer Science
BS, Michigan Technological University
Dissertation: “Surface Interactions 
with Hierarchical Nanostructures: 
From Gecko Adhesion to Thermal 
Behavior”
Adviser: Dr. Ali Dhinojwala

Shan Li
Polymer Science
BS, Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Amino Acid-Based 
Polymeric Scaffold Fabrication 
and Modification for Bone 
Regeneration Application”
Adviser: Dr. Matthew L. Becker

Melanie J. Longanecker
Polymer Engineering
BS, BSE, Geneva College
Dissertation: “Controlling the 
Microstructure and Kinetics of 
Block Copolymers by Direct 
Immersion Annealing”
Adviser: Dr. Alamgir Karim

Sepideh Niknezhad
Polymer Engineering
BS, Azad University, Science and 
Research Branch
Dissertation: “Antimicrobial 
Scaffolds from Natural and 
Synthetic Polymeric Nanofiber for 
Applications of Wound Healing”
Adviser: Dr. Sadhan C. Jana

Sandeep S. Pole
Polymer Engineering
BA, BS, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University
Dissertation: “Simulation of 
the Rheological Behavior of 
Silica-Filled Styrene Butadiene 
Rubber Compounds and Carbon 
Nanotube-Filled Polypropylene 
Composites”
Adviser: Dr. Avraam I. Isayev

Jacob D. Scherger
Polymer Science
BS, Miami University
Dissertation: “Expanding Tip 
Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy: 
Blinking Measurements and 
Alternative Probe Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Mark D. Foster

Enmin Wang
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Shanghai Jiaotong University;
Dissertation: “Photocurable 
Electrical Contact Stabilization 
Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Mukerrem Cakmak

Clinton G. Wiener *
Polymer Engineering
BS, University of North Dakota
Dissertation: “Physically 
Crosslinked Hydrogels: Impact of 
Interfaces and Stress on Structure 
and Properties”
Adviser: Dr. Bryan D. Vogt

Zhengnan Yang
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Kinetics of 
Polymer Chain Collapse in Dilute 
Solution”
Adviser: Dr. Ali Dhinojwala

Jiayi Yu
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology;
Dissertation: “Amino Acid-based 
Poly(ester urea)s for Regenerative 
Medicine”
Adviser: Dr. Matthew L. Becker

Shichen Yuan
Polymer Science
BS, University of Science and 
Technology of China
Dissertation: “Single Chain 
Behavior in Metastable States 
in Semicrystalline Polymers As 
Investigated By Solid State NMR”
Adviser: Dr. Toshikazu Miyoshi
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twenty-two

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont.)

Angelo G. Donatelli *
MSN, The University of Akron;  
BSN, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Exploring Patient 
Satisfaction and Nurseâ€™s 
Peripheral Intravenous Catheter 
(PIVC) Insertion Using a 
Vapocoolant”
Adviser: Dr. Brian P. Radesic

Richard J. Kucera Jr. *
MSN, The University of Akron;  
BSN, The Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Preoperative 
Obstructive Sleep Apnea 
Screening and Risk Assessment in 
Non-Emergent Surgery”
Adviser: Dr. Brian P. Radesic

Jesse V. McClain IV *
MSN, BSN, Youngstown State 
University
Dissertation: “An APRN Led 
Stroke Clinic’s Impact on Hospital 
Readmissions”
Adviser: Dr. Michelle L. Dumpe

Falandia L. Milligan
MSN, University of Phoenix;  
BSN, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “Will the 
Intervention of Nutrition 
Coaching Promote Consistent 
Weight Loss Amongst 
Overweight African-American 
Adults?
Adviser: Ms. Lori I. Kidd

Connie M. Teal
MSN, Regis University;  
BSN, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Neonatal 
Abstinence Syndrome: A Quality 
Improvement Project”
Adviser: Dr. Sheau-Huey Chiu

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Steven P. Beyer
Counseling Psychology
MA, Cleveland State University;  
BA, University of Northern Iowa
Dissertation: “Examining the 
Impact of Race Matching and 
Cultural Worldview Matching On 
Treatment Outcomes”
Adviser: Dr. John E. Queener

Nicole R. Cleland
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Mount Union College
Dissertation: “Differentiation 
of Self and Effortful Control: 
Predictors of Non-Traditional 
Students Adjustment to 
Community College”
Adviser: Dr. Rikki A. Patton

Jessica A. Headley
Counselor Education and Supervision
MA, BA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Influence 
of Mentoring on Leadership 
Development Among Women 
Counselor Educators: A 
Phenomenological Investigation”
Adviser: Dr. Varunee Faii 
Sangganjanavanich

Soyeong Kim *
Counseling Psychology
MA, BLaw, Kyonggi University
Dissertation: “The Relationships 
between Experiences of Racism, 
Internalized Racism, and the 
Mental Health of East Asians in 
the U.S.”
Adviser: Dr. Suzette L. Speight

Michael J. Redd
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MA, University of Connecticut;  
BS, Brigham Young University
Dissertation: “Adverse Childhood 
Experiences and Couple 
Relationships: Impacts on 
Relationship Quality and Partner 
Selection”
Adviser: Dr. Karin B. Jordan

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

doCTor of  
nUrsing PrACTiCe

Jennifer P. Colwill
MSN, Kent State University;  
BSN, SNDT University
Dissertation: “Delirium 
Recognition in the Post-Intensive 
Care Unit Cardiothoracic Patient: 
Interrater Reliability of the Brief 
Confusion Assessment Method 
(bCAM) between Clinical 
Nurses and an Advance Practice 
Registered Nurse”
Adviser: Dr. Carol J. Scotto

Myra A. Cook
MSN, Kent State University;  
BSN, Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “Inter-rater 
Reliability of the Confusion 
Assessment Method for the 
Intensive Care Unit by an 
Advanced Practice Nurse and 
Clinical Nurses”
Adviser: Dr. Carol J. Scotto

Carrie A. Cuomo *
MSN, The University of Akron;  
BSN, Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “Transition of Care: 
A Quality Improvement Project”
Adviser: Dr. Carolyn J. Murrock

Christine A. Dalpiaz *
MSN, Case Western Reserve 
University; BSN, The University of 
Akron
Dissertation: “Effect of an Eight-
Week Worksite Walking Program 
on Body Weight Change, Physical 
Activity Level, and Mood”
Adviser: Dr. Linda C. Shanks
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twenty-three

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean John C. Green

mAsTer of  
APPlied PoliTiCs

Emily K. Maher
Douglas R. Tayek

mAsTer of ArTs

Haddani Saleh A. Almuhanna
English

Brandi J. Burnsworth
English

David D. Delgado
Sociology

Janelle M. Gore
Theatre Arts

Natalie R. Grieshammer
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Stephanie A. Gunnerson
Communication

Elizabeth A. Hall
English

Douglas P. Magill *
Industrial/Organizational Pscychology

Laila Mohammed I. Qahl
English

Baron K. Rogers
Counseling Pscychology

Elizabeth A. Shiller
Communication

Regenia E. Spoerndle
English

Louis To *
Industrial/Organizational Pscychology

mAsTer of ArTs  
in PoliTiCAl sCienCe

Ahmed A. Alshaya
Political Science

Karis L. Kotalac
Security Studies

Jackson E. Liebler
Security Studies

mAsTer of mUsiC

Theron E. Brown
Piano Performance

Lauren Corcoran
Voice Performance

Thomas P. Guarino
Music Theory
Benjamin T. Hottensmith
Music Theory
Victoria L. Ricci

Voice Performance
Timothy R. Wolf
Instrumental

mAsTer of  
PUBliC AdminisTrATion

Jennifer A. Adams
Juliana A. Akor
Abkar Mohammed A. Alasri
Mutlaq H. Alshaibani
Monica J. Armstead
Alexandra K. Burt
Goangshin Jang
Christy M. Motley
Nicole M. Nadasky
Emily K. Provance *
Sariah Ross
Megan L. Sutherland
Lisa Nicole Thompson
Nicholas P. Verna

mAsTer of sCienCe

Ahmed T. Alaamry
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Mansour A. Alanazi
Physics

Sneha Latha Alboina
Computer Science

Sai Radha Mani Alla
Computer Science

Edwin Asirifi
Statistics

Hannah J. Baumann
Chemistry

Keti G. Bertman
Chemistry

Hasitha I. Bothenna
Applied Mathematics

Kelsey E. Budahn
Geology

Jingyan Chen
Statistics

Sai Kumar Chirravuri
Computer Science

Shaun M. Christie
Chemistry

Sai Goud Durgappagari
Computer Science

Sarah E. Eblin
Geology

Ariana K. Frkonja-Kuczin
Chemistry

Claudio Garcia
Physics

Ababu Abie Gelaye
Environmental Geology

Tricia L. Gilliland
Biology

Brielle Kathleen Naomi Jacobs
Statistics

Farnaz Kabiri
Physics

Kiran Kumar Katkam
Computer Science

Troy D. Kozee
Computer Science

Deborah L. Laforest
Physics

Sinuo Lang
Statistics

Chenfei Li
Statistics

Lo Niee Liew
Statistics

Matthew L. Mackeown
Chemistry

Donald P. Mallory
Chemistry

Annette M. Marsolais
Physics

Kelli M. Morisak
Biology

Jane J. Oh
Statistics

Vinod Pagadala
Computer Science

Louis A. Ray
Chemistry

Savannah R. Snyder
Chemistry

Sarika Reddy Sunki
Computer Science

Roshan Timilsina
Physics

Kavya Chandrika Uddarraju
Computer Science

Ananya Vaka
Computer Science

Jing Xie
Statistics

Biyong Yang
Statistics
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twenty-four

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean Donald P. Visco, Jr.

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
BiomediCAl engineering

Wafaa Hassan Nasir Ahmed
Antonio J. Copploe *
Elham Malekzadeh
Galina Y. Pylypiv

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in ChemiCAl engineering

Kasra Karimian
Marisa A. Seeley

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering

Vikas Kumar Cinnam
Dehua Feng
Anny Xiao Jing Gao
Kiswendsida Jules Kere
Sourav Khatua
Wen Luo
Brian W. McGannon
Selim E. Ozbek
Muge Pekersoy
Ahmad A. Qurashi
Peter J. Trowbridge

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
eleCTriCAl engineering

Joseph Agyemang Duah
Mohammed A. Ahmed
Awab A. Ali
Qihang Gao
Abdullah Kurtoglu
Taohid Latif
Husam Eldin Elmutasim Osman 

Mohamed Elfadil
Vamsi Mulpuri
Brittany L. Stillwagon
Md Tawhid Bin Tarek
Uday Bhaskar Vechalapu
Frederick J. Weiss
Dissanayakage Geethika S. 

Wijeratne *
Guanglei Zhang

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in engineering

Ryan M. Gillespie
Engineering Management

Joshua C. Graber
Engineering Management

David A. Hoffman
Engineering Management

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering

Ruba A. Alamad *
Donato A. Bacco
Erhan Kirencigil
Yuan Liang
Mohammed Abdelaziz Elamin 

Mohammed
Janice L. Moore
Mohammed Abdul Sami
Bradley Warren Shindle
Sulochana Shrestha
Brandon L. Strahin
Ahmed Tasnub Takaddus
Zachary D. Toom

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Acting Dean Jarrod Tudor

mAsTer of ArTs  
in edUCATion

Carol Jean Agha
Assessment, Evaluation &  
Data Literacy

Ibrahim Muteb Z. Alsulami
Special Education

Haley L. Brown
Special Education

Erin T. Class
Elementary Education – Literacy

Carrie M. Cutler
Instructional Technology

William B. Ely
Instructional Technology

Mia A. Hall
Elementary Education – Literacy

Alice Hartshorn
Instructional Technology

Kathryn H. Hawk
Instructional Technology

Raina M. Henderson
Assessment, Evaluation &  
Data Literacy

Alyce M. Hilliard
Instructional Technology

Ann K. Hoelzel
Instructional Technology

Brittany A. Hromiak
Elementary Education – Literacy

Teresa Lynn Kalla
Instructional Technology

Stacy-Ann McCarson
Instructional Technology

Christina E. Michel
Instructional Technology

Lynn M. Monaco
Principalship

Narketta N. Myles
Higher Education Administration

Jason D. Pigott
Instructional Technology

Kay L. Rentsch
Instructional Technology

Jeanne M. Semilia
Instructional Technology

Lesli D. Smith
Instructional Technology

Amy C. Stevens
Instructional Technology

Virginia L. Texter
Assessment, Evaluation & Data 
Literacy
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twenty-five

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in CUrriCUlUm And 
insTrUCTion

Emily H. Caldwell
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Kristen L. Finley
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Tremaine I. Fitzpatrick
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Lauren M. Mazzagatti
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Lynda W. Olsen
Special Education – Moderate/
Intensive Intervention Specialist

Andrew M. Payne
Special Education – Moderate/
Intensive Intervention Specialist

Janet Powalie
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Melissa N. Reynolds
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Claire E. Vanfleet
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Christy Martinez *
Principalship

Razi A. Penny
Principalship

College of Business 
Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi

mAsTer of ArTs

Benjamin Asare
Economics

Benjamin B. Borketey
Economics

Kevin M. Coyne
Economics

Chirantan Dasgupta
Economics

Matin Hajimohammadi
Economics

Justin S. Kumbal
Economics

Emmanuel Nkansah
Economics

Jephthah Oppong-atta
Economics

mAsTer of  
BUsiness AdminisTrATion

Michael J. Adams
Strategic Marketing

Rachel E. Barnette
Finance

Christian Karina Blandon Cruz
Management

Vishal K. Chaurasia
Management

Rachel J. Collard
Business Interdisciplinary

Siddharth David
Finance

Kyle M. Doubledee
Management

Benjamin C. Harvey
Finance

Michael F. Leppo
Management

Reza Madad
Finance

Nermin A. Mahran
Business Analytics

Alex W. McCune
Management

Irvin D. Nasseri
Business Interdisciplinary

Angela M. O’Connor
Business Interdisciplinary

Jane J. Oh
Business Interdisciplinary

Kevin C. O’Neil
Finance

Urmil Patel
Business Interdisciplinary

Paula R. Ramsey
Management

Jay L. Schott
Management

Kathryn C. Spector
Strategic Marketing

Andrew D. Stevens
Management

Mackenzie Stiff
Business Interdisciplinary

Greg T. Suman
Business Interdisciplinary

Elizabeth A. Szczukowski
Management

Jaya Sai V. Varre
Business Interdisciplinary

Sierra A. Young
Business Interdisciplinary

Zichuan Yuan
Healthcare Management

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in ACCoUnTAnCy

Melissa J. Snowe

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in mAnAgemenT

Ashok Bandi
Information Systems Management

Pavan Kumar Batchu
Information Systems Management

Sandhya Bhamidimarri
Information Systems Management

Fathima Farheen *
Information Systems Management

Apara Gupta
Information Systems Management

Sameera Guttula
Information Systems Management

Sravanthi Jammula *
Information Systems Management

Ravi Kiran Kannegalla
Information Systems Management

Nikhil Kondur
Information Systems Management

Krishnadas Koyadan Chathoth
Supply Chain Management

Nermin A. Mahran
Information Systems Management

David I. Margush *
Technological Innovation

Sneha Reddy Mogulla
Information Systems Management

Najmuddin Rizwan Mohammed
Information Systems Management

Karneet Singh Setia
Supply Chain Management

Mandeep Singh
Supply Chain Management

Sheshank Velaga
Information Systems Management

Vivek Reddy Yasa
Information Systems Management

mAsTer of TAxATion

Ejiro K. Esemitodje
Nathan R. Remington
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twenty-six

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

mAsTer of sCienCe

Weiyao Li
Polymer Science

Chen wei Liu
Polymer Science

Yuta Makita
Polymer Science

Haidong Zhu
Polymer Science

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in Polymer engineering

Subadhra Janardhanan
Wan-Hua Lin
Rongcheng Xu

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

mAsTer of ArTs in 
edUCATion

Francisco N. D’Auria *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Noha Elsayed *
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Natasha C. Finney *
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Ashley D. Fuller
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Audra M. Gackowski
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Fawn C. Gordon
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Jason A. Hoskins
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Emily N. Karakis *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Phillip D. Lahue
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Andrew J. Linder
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lauren Elise Roebuck
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Maritza I. Smith
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Anna C. Smyczek
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

April N. Tomic *
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Andrea D. Turner
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Jill Ward
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Shawn W. Yambor
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

mAsTer of ArTs  
in sPeeCh – lAngUAge 
PAThology

Manar M. Baker
Amanda R. Cline
Leslie D. Janezic
Michelle D. Rickey
Kristen E. Silveira
Master of Public Health
Karla Christine Kaufman

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Warren Ball
Sport Science/Coaching

Amanda T. Berchtold
Sport Science/Coaching

Shazdeh Y. Bham
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Justin E. Cristman
Sport Science/Coaching

Christian R. Eyman
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Kalia Haile
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Thomas A. Ingellis
Sport Science/Coaching

Andrew S. Kessler
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Shaunna R. Lee
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Shelly L. Lohr
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Brandon B. Nolin
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Alexandria A. Stopka
School Counseling

Brad R. Unruh
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Jordan B. Warrick
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

David Zsoldos
School Counseling

mAsTer of soCiAl work

Teresa Lynn Dameworth
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twenty-seven

December 16, 2017 
Evening
The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Acting Dean Jarrod Tudor

BAChelor of ArTs  
in edUCATion

Holly C. Baker
Evony R. Bush
Jackilyn F. Byler
Desarae E. Evans

Cum Laude
Mallory B. Farrance

Cum Laude
Annabelle L. Hegeman

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob Kainec

Summa Cum Laude
William M. Marsh Jr.
Molly Maurer

Summa Cum Laude
Brian P. McGuinness
Courtney M. Miles

Magna Cum Laude
Jordan E. Mitchell

Magna Cum Laude
Nicole E. Sorgi

Magna Cum Laude
Leslie M. Upp

Summa Cum Laude
Jenifer L. Vliet

Cum Laude
Jaclyn A. Wloszek

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Natalie L. Allen
Taylor M. Bogovich

Cum Laude
Allison N. Bullock

Magna Cum Laude
Megan R. Calderone(1)

Magna Cum Laude
Travis G. Caskey
Quanisha N. Crenshaw
Anna R. Derr
Amy C. Donze

Magna Cum Laude
Joshuah C. Farrance

Cum Laude
Taylor R. Fleming

Cum Laude
Kimberly L. Goehler

Cum Laude
Dana L. Graham

Cum Laude
Kelly K. Guthrie

Cum Laude
Tammy S. Hamilton

Summa Cum Laude
Kaitlin M. Hess

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew A. Hillman

Magna Cum Laude
Kendal K. Johnson
Cadie M. Johnston

Summa Cum Laude
Megan K. Kennelly

Summa Cum Laude
Christopher G. Kocar

Cum Laude
Heather N. Litchard
Ashley N. Londrico
Lauren A. Marshall

Magna Cum Laude
Ana Martin-Sacristan Gandia

Cum Laude
Tyler A. Mayfield

Cum Laude
Daniel J. McGuire

Magna Cum Laude
Kylie L. McMichael

Magna Cum Laude
Tiffany M. McMorrow
Andrea R. Meckler
Angelina H. Miller
Taylor M. Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Callie L. Molina

Cum Laude
Kristi L. Morisak

Magna Cum Laude
Erin M. Morris

Magna Cum Laude
Kelsey E. Mueller

Cum Laude
Danielle Ockuly

Summa Cum Laude

Lyndsey A. Orges
Magna Cum Laude

Jaclyn C. Oser
Ashley E. Perman

Cum Laude
Lauren M. Quinones
Hannah E. Robinson

Magna Cum Laude
Rebekah Dawn Rose

Summa Cum Laude
Demia L. Ruff

Magna Cum Laude
Lindsay M. Runninger
Sheri F. Schlosser
Zoe M. Shetler

Magna Cum Laude
Nicole J. Shoemaker

Cum Laude
Katelin T. Short

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew T. Sims

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Smith

Cum Laude
Joseph R. Stunek

Summa Cum Laude
Melayna N. Surace
Kelly M. Swensen

Cum Laude
Hannah M. Teske

Magna Cum Laude
Hannah R. Tomassetti

Cum Laude
Nicole M. Toth

Cum Laude
Andrea L. Troyer

Magna Cum Laude
Kaitlyn M. Turachak

Summa Cum Laude
Morgan L. Volzer
Kristen N. Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Jessica A. Willoughby
Darin E. Winkler

Cum Laude
Anna G. Winn

Summa Cum Laude
Autumn N. Wright

Magna Cum Laude
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College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi
BAChelor of ArTs

John M. Hamm
Benjamin J. Nypaver
BAChelor of  
BUsiness AdminisTrATion

Alyssa M. Alejo
Hisham F. Alneghamish
Michael A. Arnold
Nicholas N. Augustine
Esther T. Babade
Mark J. Beauch II

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin J. Beckman

Magna Cum Laude
Blaine M. Beichler
Daniel T. Berzinskas
Jonas Birch
Erica D. Braden
Jonathon L. Brown
Michael E. Buddenberg
Danielle C. Budich

Magna Cum Laude
Cody M. Busson
Brandon M. Carpenter Jr.
Anthony D. Collins
Thomas M. Cooke
Michaela A. Cornell
Miranda Cornett

Magna Cum Laude
Jeffrey P. Crawford
Rachel A. Cronin
Megan L. Cutlip
Nicholas G. Cwikla
Eric M. Davide
Danielle F. Davis
Kristina Deenanat
Paul J. DeNigris
Tracy C. Devlin
Allison K. Dombroski

Magna Cum Laude
Dener Dos Santos

Magna Cum Laude
Brandon A. Doty
Joseph A. Farina

Cum Laude
Connor R. Fish
Matthew W. Frazier
Joel P. Frye
Megan E. Glivar
Gina M. Gorrell
Joshua R. Graham
Austin T. Griffith
Kristin N. Hahn
Jonathan D. Hicks
Shana M. Hlas(2)

John R. Hojnacki
Summa Cum Laude

Dale R. Holbert
Elizabeth G. Holston(2)

Stuart M. Holthusen Jr.
Nathan K. Hopson
Nicholas E. Hovanitz
Jeremy J. Irias
Lassane Kanazoe
Kathryn A. Kania
Kyle C. Kearney

Cum Laude
Charles B. Kidder

Cum Laude
Jesse A. Klug

Cum Laude
Kacey A. Kovacs
Timothy E. Lane
Alexandra L. Latino *
Jeffrey T. Lawer
Taylor M. Lee
Hayley B. Lemmon
Zachary R. Lindsay
William D. Lorzing
Tyler D. Luli

Cum Laude
Victoria A. Maglione
Kline L. Markley
Jake J. Marty
Sofie L. Matheny

Cum Laude
Summer L. McFadden
Joseph M. Micale

Summa Cum Laude
Anthony F. Millman
James P. Mills

Magna Cum Laude
Rachael M. Mittelkamp
Vladislav M. Mokodean
Christian R. Morton
Marissa E. Mroczynski
John J. Nesby Jr.
Taylor L. Oser
Jessica M. Parsell
Suthini Permpeerapat
James B. Petty
Erik K. Polosky
Melanie E. Povirk
David M. Quarick
Mitchell J. Ratliff

Summa Cum Laude
Bradley Rechtorik
Nicholas W. Rogers

Summa Cum Laude
Jana A. Sawalma

Cum Laude
Rachel K. Scheuermann

Summa Cum Laude
Hannah T. Simmons

Summa Cum Laude
Rachel A. Sines

Magna Cum Laude
Harmandeep L. Singh
Nickolas J. Skeriotis

twenty-eight

Meagan R. Spier
Rebecca A. Springman
Kyle A. Stauffer
Nicole R. Steffen
Owen M. Stoller

Summa Cum Laude
Kenneth R. Streza
Danielle L. Swain
Nathan J. Todd

Cum Laude
Joseph F. Tuck

Cum Laude
Carly N. VanCura
Joshua D. Vectirelis
Alejandra Velasco-Villanueva

Cum Laude
Nicholas J. Wagner
Andrew C. Watson
Taylor E. Weirtz
Rachelle L. Whitfield
Lydia M. Williams
Nicholas D. Williams

Summa Cum Laude
Austin Michael Wolf
Joshua D. Wyman
Sebastian D. Yerian
BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ACCoUnTing
Marc S. Abou Abdallah
Hunter Alda
Matthew W. Barth
Adlai W. Beard

Cum Laude
Phillip A. Bednar
Emily Bunker
Jennifer L. Denee

Summa Cum Laude
Meaghan L. Diaz

Cum Laude
Samuel T. Funk
Jennifer J. Graves

Magna Cum Laude
Patrick J. Grismer III
Curtis Hamilton Jr.
Daniella G. Johnson
Matthew A. Kancyan
Colton J. Laudato
Caleb J. Lauer-Butala
Dillion A. McPherson
Jacob D. Miller

Cum Laude
Matthew E. Mines
Carrie M. Myers
Marc B. Owens
Bence A. Papp
Neel A. Patidar
Colin M. Pytel

Cum Laude
Aleric W. Taylor
Michael Shuai Wang
Kevin D. Yarger
Joseph R. Zabo

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)

*Summer 2017 Graduate
(2)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  

Two Disciplines
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twenty-nine

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Dean Elizabeth A. Kennedy

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in AUTomATed 
mAnUfACTUring 
engineering TeChnology

Daniel J. Cellura
Jesse M. Dravenstott

Summa Cum Laude
Michael A. Merda
Joshua R. Porter
Sean C. Ruppert
Steven M. Schultz

Summa Cum Laude
Alexander K. Straffen
Eric V. Wohlgamuth

Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
ComPUTer informATion 
sysTems

Alberto Calo
Michael S. Carillon

Cum Laude
Anthony M. Dicosimo
Malcolm X. Felix
Juan D. Gibson Jr.
Mark A. Johnson
Jessica A. Langston
Cody A. Lyons
Evan M. Mertz
Mason J. Rauchenstein
Tyler A. Saucier
William E. Spearing

Summa Cum Laude
David L. Storey

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in ConsTrUCTion 
engineering TeChnology

Cameron T. Augustine
Craig Alan Bunner
Nicholas B. Ciccozzi

Magna Cum Laude
Michael E. Eccleston
Cole M. Fleming
Kyle W. Gump
Alexander J. Jones
Brad Selbee
Aaron J. Stainbrook
Jordan L. Tomazich
Austin M. Wischt

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
eleCTroniC engineering 
TeChnology

Matthew R. Blaha
Derek J. Bunker

Brandon T. Farmer
Cum Laude

Bryan D. Giannangeli
John D. Park

Cum Laude
Dylan J. Stavarz
Tou Vang

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
emergenCy mAnAgemenT 
And homelAnd seCUriTy

Miles D. Baldwin
Jordan W. Bower
Colin E. Brooks

Summa Cum Laude
Nicholas S. Harsar
Lukus E. Hawk

Summa Cum Laude
Jacob A. Jernigan

Cum Laude
David P. LaBuda
Nathan M. Schultz
Reegan J. Scott

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering 
TeChnology

Matab Awad Alshammari
Andrew H. Avery III
Collin R. Dickey

Magna Cum Laude
Dustin R. Fickert
Daniel H. Heitger
Paul G. Herbst
Alexander J. Kouskouris
Clay S. Kyner
Timothy B. Levers
Michael A. Lewis
Matt M. McBride
Eli F. Oana
Jeremiah E. Proben

Cum Laude
Mitchell D. Race
Carter G. Saiben

Summa Cum Laude
Rayan Saeed A Sirafi
Martin L. Whaley Jr.

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in orgAnizATionAl 
sUPervision

Chiquita R. Adkisson
Winifred W. Alexander
Amber N. Anderson
Juanita K. Bagley
Mary D. Barry
Lori A. Battilochi

Magna Cum Laude
Trisha L. Blum
Kristen A. Caler
Timothy C. Chapman
Kevin O. Coates
Karen L. Combs

Christopher M. Daniels
Kathryn N. Dupont
Klyne-Justyne M. Ellis
Ashlee C. Fields
Keaton S. Freds *
Gary S. Gardner
Shaun E. Greathouse

Cum Laude
Constance Guyton
Karen Hamilton
Mikee T. Hayes
Gabrielle A. Huffnagel
Chantreese S. Jackson
Jessica A. Johns
Breanna R. Johnson
Tanner M. Mandich
Jamal H. Marcus
Chidozie E. Martins
Ashley M. Meyers
Sheila E. Miller
Emanuel T. Morgan
Patrick Ndungu Mungai
Timothy L. Nagy
Diana L. Naida
Annette M. Nemchev
Jaye E. Neuberger
Laveta Lashelle Parker
John W. Petersen
Malcolm K. Porter
Megan Posar
Alivia H. Primovero
Laquan N. Robinson Chappell
Christine A. Scalzitti
Mark S. Schoenbaechler Jr.
Mark J. Schrull
Brandon F. Schuld
Cassandra J. Shugert
John T. Smith Jr.
Kella M. Solomon
Matthew C. Stouffer
Mark G. Sweet
Ludwika Szynal
Christopher J. Urbanek

Summa Cum Laude
Otis Whitmore Jr.
Jerry D. Williams III

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
sUrveying And mAPPing

Cory M. Craig
Trevor J. Hanes
Kenneth J. Marhoffer

*Summer 2017 Graduate
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thirty

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Dean Elizabeth A. Kennedy

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
BUsiness mAnAgemenT 
TeChnology

Christine A. Board
Lawanna E. Brooks
Nicole Danielle Conti

With Distinction
Chaundra L. Crews-McGrady
John B. Martin

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in ComPUTer 
informATion sysTems

Alexander R. Bailey
Tyler D. Boreman
Derek A. Bryant Sr.

With High Distinction
Michael S. Carillon

With Distinction
Christina M. Fabris
Christopher W. Gaul
Tyree C. Lewis
Garrett J. McGill
Charles L. Moore III
Nick A. Polito
Ebony L. Richmond
Rachel E. Simkanin
David L. Storey
Ivo Stefanov Svilenski
Scott W. Ware
Mitchell J. Wheeler

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
hosPiTAliTy mAnAgemenT

Jessica A. Fairbairn
Dalton E. Gearhart
Amy Lee

With High Distinction
Kourtney M. Martin
Ibukun E. Odekunle
Elizabeth R. Perkins

With Distinction
Siddiq Samad
Samantha L. Shaffer

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in mArkeTing 
And sAles TeChnology

Bridget C. Guerra
Renee L. Markley

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in ConsTrUCTion 
engineering TeChnology

Abdulaziz M. Alshahri
Jordan T. Barrett

With High Distinction
Hunter J. Blevins
Tyler R. Crowe

With High Distinction
Kyle W. Gump
Alexander J. Jones
William C. Lynch
Curtis J. McDiffitt

With Distinction
Brad Selbee
Collin A. Shamberger

With High Distinction
Aaron J. Stainbrook

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in eleCTroniC 
engineering TeChnology

Matthew R. Blaha
Brandon T. Farmer

With Distinction
Yongpei Liao
Joseph Malysa Jr.

With Highest Distinction

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
emergenCy mediCAl 
serviCes TeChnology

Jenna L. Coffy
Justin M. Wise

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in fire 
ProTeCTion TeChnology

Mackenzy A. Rodgers

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
geogrAPhiC And lAnd 
informATion sysTems

Jacob T. Durda
With Highest Distinction

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in lAnd sUrveying

Andrew N. Philpott

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in mAnUfACTUring 
engineering TeChnology

Gary E. Breyer Jr.
With Distinction

Alan R. Holbrook
Joshua R. Porter

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in meChAniCAl 
engineering TeChnology

Joshua J. Brenner
With Distinction

Douglas A. Drake
James M. Gauer
Matt M. McBride
David M. Morar Jr.
Eli F. Oana
Aaron W. Porter

With Distinction
Makaila E. Woessner

Candidates for Associate Degrees (cont.)

*Summer 2017 Graduate
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thirty-one

AssoCiATe of ArTs

Diasia S. Barnes
Chelsey G. Berkey
Tyler J. Beverlin
Christopher A. Boldry
Tracey M. Brown
Hope Bushner
Jeremiah J. Carr
David A. Click
Kevin O. Coates
Tyler R. Dawes

With Distinction
Charles T. Doolin
Chrishawna N. Dudley
Kathryn N. Dupont
Klyne-Justyne M. Ellis
Mikee T. Hayes
Tyron D. Hoisten
China C. Honorable
Anthony A. Horn
Nicholas Jordan
Habib S. Khaleq
Justin A. Lee
Courtney L. Malita
Summer Mallory
Logan J. McNally
Ashley M. Meyers
Gavin M. O’Brien
Esther V. Pond
Jennifer L. Ramolt
Allyson J. Reed
Matthew J. Schoblocher
Eric S. Schweitzer
Benjamin J. Sewell
Kella M. Solomon
Machele K. Walker
Tatiana A. Ward
Kyla D. Winfrey

AssoCiATe of sCienCe

Shaquez D. Dickens *
Klyne-Justyne M. Ellis
Sylvia J. Fallucco
Ashley J. Harris
Judy K. Horn
Stephen M. Meiring Jr. *
Kristopher Mitroff
Keasia M. Ray
Ryan B. Ream
Stephanie C. Rogers
Bradley S. Wright

AssoCiATe  
of TeChniCAl sTUdy

Julianne T. Martin
Narrissa A. Smith

Wayne College
Founded 1972

Dean Jarrod Tudor

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in BUsiness 
mAnAgemenT TeChnology

Erika L. Dotterer
With Highest Distinction

Courtney N. Green
Ashley J. Hanson
Mark A. Wilson

With High Distinction

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in heAlTh CAre 
offiCe mAnAgemenT

Jessica M. Gillman
Lori E. Mallory

With Distinction
Allison P. Milligan

AssoCiATe of 
APPlied sCienCe in 
PArAProfessionAl 
edUCATion

Eliza J. Goebel
With Distinction

Brittney N. Montanez
Alyssa R. Palm

With Distinction
Jennifer Provchy

AssoCiATe of ArTs

Taylor E. Andre
Hunter R. Caricofe
Taylor J. Sowinski
Jessika E. Straub
Chase D. White

AssoCiATe of sCienCe

Gage Airhart
Kyle W. Bauman

With Highest Distinction
Joshua L. Herold
Michelle M. Riggenbach
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thirty-two

 Recognition of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

Established in 1918

The following cadets are commissioned as Second Lieutenants on December 16, 2017:

UniTed sTATes Army

C. J. Dixie
William M. Marsh, Jr.
Angelina H. Miller
Jeremiah E. Proben
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.Statue of John R. Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.

thirty-three
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thirty-four

The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee 
of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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The Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s  student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nBc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.

thirty-five
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This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not  completing  graduation 
requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for diplomas and 
 transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed  program, therefore, should not 
be used to  dete rmine a student’s  academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for  conferral of 
degrees is the student’s  permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208.

Commencement Video Recording
Order commencement video online at  
http://www.akron.edu/registrar/graduation/comm-video-order.dot. 
Cost is $25 per DVD, the deadline for ordering is January 26, 2018.

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www.gradimages.com.  
Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the dropdown menu.  
If you need additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department 
at 800-261-2576 or email giservice@gradimages.net.

 The University of Akron: Commencement Photos
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